
ORIGIN OF TH E 
M UNICIPALTY'S NAM E

Th e  nam e  of th e  m unicipality 
cam e  from  th e  te rm  
"M ayisingal," an Ilocano te rm  
w h ich  m eans "to b e  m oved." It 
w as applie d w h e n th e  
b elltow e r w as m oved from  a 
previous location to its curre nt 
site .

Captain Juan de  Salcedo h ad a 
h and in founding th e  
m unicipality. But b e fore  h e  
re ach e d  th e  curre nt site  of th e  
poblacion, h e  cam e  to a village  
called M alongon, about one -
h alf k ilom ete r to th e  south . 
Th e  leade r of th e  village  
re fuse d  Salcedo's re que st to 
e stablish  a m unicipality th e re , 
but sugge ste d th at h e  e stablish  
th e  tow n a h alf k ilom ete r 
north  of th e  village , and th e  
b elltow e r b e  m oved to th at 
site , h e nce  th e  origin of th e  
tow n's nam e .

Itnegs w e re  th e  original 
inh ab itants of th e  place  w h e n 
Salcedo arrive d. H e  w ork e d  for 
th e  conve rsion of th e  people  to 
Ch ristianity, but not all 
accepte d th e  ne w  faith . Th ose  
w h o re fuse d  conve rsion fled 
th e  tow n and settled e ast of 
Bantay Bul-lagaw  (Bul-lagaw  
M ountain).



H istory 
of Magsingal

Th e  nam e  of th e  tow n, M agsingal 
ow e s its origin from  an Ilocano te rm  
“M anagsinggal”. Th e  w ord m eans 

“w ande re r”, d e scriptive  of th e  nom adic nature  
and ch aracte ristics of th e  Itnegs or Tingguians 

w h o m igrate d to th is place  som e  200 to 300 years 
b e fore  Spanish  Era. H ow eve r, in th e  proce ss of lingual 

evolution, th e  te rm  “M agsinngal” unde rw ent som e  
ch ange s in substance , form  and m eaning. Its original 

connotatio n as 
“w ande re r” gave  w ay 
to its m ore  e ndeare d  
m eaning, a h om e , a 
place  and a nam e  of a 

b eloved tow n, for 
m ore  th an 20,000 

people.

Th e  fore runne r 
of M agsingal is a num be r 

of ne igh boring settlem ents 
called “Puroc”, 
usually h e ade d by 

one  of th e  leade rs of 
th e  village. H e  w as 
called “Apo Lak ay” and 
w as usually ch osen by virtue  of h is courage , w ealth , w isdom  and 
ch aracte r. H e  w as an ack now ledge d leade r, auth orize d  to settle  
d ispute s in accordance  w ith  th e  custom s and traditions of th e ir 

ance stors and people.

Docum ents attribute d to Don Pe dro d e  Aguirre  reveal th at 
M agsingal w as an “encom ienda” in 159 1 ruled by an 

“encom iende ro” w h o w as ve ste d w ith  th e  righ t to 
e xact fre e  labor and collect tribute .

W h e n th e  fam ous Spanish  Capitan Juan de  
Salcedo founde d Vigan, th e n Ciudad 

Fe rnandina, a vintage  point and 
jum ping board to propagate  

Ch ristianity in North  
Luzon, 

TH E TH IRTY BARANGAYS
 OF M AGSINGAL

    Alangan
     Bacar

     Barbarit
     Cabaroan

     Cadanglaan
    Caraisan
     Dacutan

     M aas-asin
     M acatcatud
     Nam alpalan
     M anzante
     M aratudo
    M iram ar

    Napo
     Pagsanaan Norte
     Pagsanaan Sur
     Panay Norte

   Panay Sur
    Patong

     Puro (Puro Pinget)
     San Basilio (Pob.)

     San Clem ente  (Pob.)
     San Julian (Pob.)
    San Lucas (Pob.)

    San Ram on (Pob.)
     San Vicente  (Pob.)

    * Santa M onica
    * Sarsaracat

M ajor Sch ools in M agsingal

     Saint W illiam 's Institute  
 a privately-funde d e ducational 

institution 
run by th e  Siste rs of Saint Paul of 

Ch artre s
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